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on our laws and institutions. The trimming course of
Wells and his want of honest character palliates Sheri-
dan's conduct, which, however, is wholly indefensible.

June 11, Tuesday. Attorney-General Stanbery read
so much of his opinion on the powers and duties of the
military governors as he has written. It follows out his
former opinion and softens the hard features of the bill
in some respects in its execution. He claims that the
military governor and force are there to support order
and the provisional governments, not to destroy them,
etc.

Stanton dissented; claimed the governors were omni-
potent, that martial law existed by authority of Congress,
which made the generals supreme

There is no doubt this was the intent of Congress, and
I have so construed the act, taking the same view as the
President in his vetoes. It is, however, a solecism for
the Congress or the legislature to enact martial law, but
the whole law is an absurdity, unconstitutional, abomin-
able. If the Attorney-General can modify it and so con-
strue it as to make it less odious, very well.

June 12, Wednesday. Governor Pease of Texas called
on me. We had a very earnest talk on the condition of the
country. He attempted to justify or excuse the Recon-
struction bills, but, finding he could not, threw himself
back upon the whole subject. He preferred despotism, if
it would give security to persons and property, rather than
a continuance of the condition of things which had ex-
isted in Texas for the last six years. The Union people
have undoubtedly suffered greatly. I asked if he could not
peaceably enjoy his property in Texas if he remained pass-
ive. He admitted he could, but said that was despotism.
He could not freely express his opinions and have open
discussion. I asked him if he could have that under a
despotism. The condition of the Unionists is undoubtedly